
 

 

To Environment ministers in the EU 
 

 
 
 
Pro Wildlife, Kidlerstr. 2, 81371 Muenchen, Germany 

 

          3 November 2016 

 

Dear minister, 

 

We the undersigned 51 organisations, are writing to request that your government strongly 

support a closure of all ivory markets in the European Union and the implementation of a ban 

on all ivory (re-) exports and imports. 

 

Africa’s elephants are in crisis. New status reports released in September show that across 

Africa, both forest and savannah elephant numbers have declined to an all-time low and are 

continuing to fall. Based on survey results, one third of savannah elephants have been 

poached for their ivory within the past 8 years.  

 

The continued legal trade in ivory, whether domestic or international, threatens the very 

existence of African and Asian elephants in the wild. Legal domestic markets enable illegal 

trade by serving as a cover for trade in illicit ivory, including within the EU. Ivory markets fuel 

demand and, in turn, poaching. They also drive corruption, undermine the rule of law, and have 

been linked to terrorist and militia funding. 

 

Elephant poaching and ivory trafficking won’t stop while legal domestic markets for ivory remain 

open. The international community has recognized this and with support from EU Member 

States just adopted two important resolutions at the Conference of the Parties to CITES (the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species) and at the IUCN World 

Conservation Congress, calling on all governments to close their domestic ivory markets.   

 

Crucially, China, the world’s largest destination for ivory, has committed to close its domestic 

ivory market and Hong Kong SAR has also promised to take steps to close its domestic ivory 

market. Failure on the part of the EU to close its own domestic ivory market could undermine 

these important developments. 

 

Ivory remains on sale in many EU countries in markets, auctions, antique shops and online. 

Some EU countries maintain small, but active carving operations. EU regulations only permit 

the sale of antique or so-called pre-Convention ivory that was acquired before elephants were 

included on the CITES appendices. There is evidence, however, that new, illegal ivory is being 

laundered into trade using this exemption, that ivory pieces are being treated to look antique, 

and that forged permits are in circulation. At the same time, EU Member States are clearly 

being used as transit countries to smuggle illegal ivory from elephants poached in Africa to 

Asia. This is evidenced by recent large seizures, including 1.2 tons in Germany and more than 

600 kg in France this year, both destined for Vietnam. 

 

In addition, the EU continues to be the largest exporter of ivory claimed to be “pre-Convention” 

to Asia, with ivory ending up in the same markets and with the same dealers that are selling 



poached ivory. Data from the Hong Kong Government shows that a total of 7.3 tons was 

imported mostly from EU countries in 2014 and 2015. Moreover, the number of worked ivory 

pieces increased by a dramatic 685% from 1,572 pieces in 2014 to 10,761 pieces in 2015. We 

are deeply concerned that such exports of raw and worked ivory from the EU counteract efforts 

to reduce trafficking and demand, and are providing a route through which poached ivory is 

laundered, thus fuelling illegal trade. 

 

Based on the Commission’s Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking, the Council of the 

European Union - on 21 June this year - urged Member States not to issue export or re-export 

documents for raw pre-Convention ivory from elephants on the basis of EU guidelines.  The 

Council also urged Member States to consider further measures to put a halt to commercial 

trade in elephant ivory. To exclusively end the export of raw ivory however, will be wholly 

inadequate. The EU urgently needs to implement a comprehensive, legally binding ban on all 

ivory exports and domestic sales. This would be in line with the recent IUCN motion and CITES 

resolution. 

 

As actions are increasingly being taken around the world to close domestic ivory markets and 

destroy stockpiles of seized and confiscated ivory, the world now looks to the EU to take 

responsibility to end its own role in the ivory trade. France has already issued a ban on 

domestic sales and exports and the Netherlands has recently declared its intention to do the 

same. While the EU has been a leader in supporting efforts to crack down on the illegal ivory 

trade and reduce demand for ivory in other important consumer or transit countries, it is clearly 

lagging behind when it comes to closing its own domestic ivory market and banning exports. 

 

We urge your government and the EU as a whole to now show leadership by closing down 

domestic ivory trade as well as banning all exports.  

  

Your strong stance on this issue is essential to halt the decline in elephants, and to reverse the 

current trend towards extinction. We look forward to your reply. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Christoph Schmidt, PhD 

Chair, Pro Wildlife 

 

 

 

Cc: EU Environment Commissioner Karmenu Vella 

 

On behalf of the following: 
  



 
Bibhab Kumar Talukdar, PhD 
Secretary General and CEO 
Aaranyak  
 

 
Ian Redmond 
Ambassador for the UNEP 
Convention on Migratory 
Species and African Ele-Fund 

 

 
 
Philip Muruthi, PhD 
Vice President  Species 
Conservation 
African Wildlife Foundation 

Cynthia Moss, PhD 
Director 
Amboseli Trust for 
Elephants 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cathy Liss 
President 
Animal Welfare Institute  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Bonham,  
Director of Operations 
Big Life Foundation 
 

 
Mark Jones 
Associate Director 
Born Free Foundation 
 

 
Alice Stroud 
Africa Policy and Capacity 
Building Director 
Born Free USA 

Borys Kala  
Chair CITES Working Group  
CEEweb for Biodiversity 

 
Sarah Uhlemann 
International Program Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luc Mathot 
Founder 
Conservation Justice 

Thomas Schröder 
President 
Deutscher Tierschutzbund 
 

Ofir Drori 
Founding Director 
EAGLE network and LAGA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Crosta 
Executive Director & Co-
Founder 
Elephant Action League 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joyce Poole, PhD 
Scientific Director 
Petter Granli, Director, CEO 
ElephantVoices 

Allan Thornton, President 
Mary Rice, Executive 
Director 
Environmental Investigation 
Agency 

 

 
 
Ilaria Di Silvestre  
Programme Leader Wildlife 
Eurogroup for Animals 

Vera Weber 
President & CEO 
Fondation Franz Weber 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin Hojsik 
Chief Programme Officer 
Four Paws International 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ivailo Klisurov 
Director 
Wildlife rehabilitation Center 
Green Balkans 

 

 
Jo Swabe, PhD 
EU Director 
Humane Society International 

 

 
Sonja Van Tichelen 
EU Director 
International Fund for Animal 
Welfare – IFAW  

Masayuki Sakamoto 
Executive Director 
Japan Tiger and Elephant 
Fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gaia Angelini 
Head wild animals Area 
LAV 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Vaughan 
CEO 
Lilongwe Wildlife Trust 
 

Tamas Papp 
President 
Milvus Group 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcelle Meredith  
Executive Director 
National Council of SPCAs in 
South Africa 
 

 
Elly Pepper 
Deputy Director, Wildlife 
Trade, Natural Resources 
Defense Council 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrzej Kepel  
President 
Polish Society for Nature 
Conservation "Salamandra" 

 
Reinhard Behrend 
Chairman of the Board 
Rettet den Regenwald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Töpfer 
Chairman of the Board 
Rettet die Elefanten Afrikas 
 

Ros Clubb, PhD 
Senior Scientific Manager 
Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals 
 

 

 
 
Cara Tejpal 
Conservation Initiatives 
Sanctuary Nature Foundation 

 
Iain Douglas-Hamilton, D Phil  
CEO 
Save the Elephants 
 

 

 
 
Birgith Sloth 
Chair 
Society for the Conservation 
of Marine Mammals 
 

 

 
Trevor Jones, PhD 
Director 
Southern Tanzania Elephant 
Program 
 

Will 

Travers 
President 
Species Survival Network 

John Stephenson 
CEO 
Stop Ivory 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kedar Gore 
Director 
The Corbett Foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Angela Sheldrick 
Chief Executive Officer 
The David Sheldrick Wildlife 
Trust 

Sally Case 
CEO 
The David Shepherd Wildlife 
Foundation 

Charlie Mayhew 
Chief Executive 
Tusk Trust 

 
Rob Faber 
Chairman of the Board 
Vrienden van de Olifant  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte Houpline 
President 
WARA Conservation Project 

Alex Hofford 
Wildlife Campaigner 
WildAid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sue Lieberman, PhD 
Vice President International 
Policy 
Wildlife Conservation Society 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Edwin Wiek 
Founder and Director 
Wildlife Friends Foundation 
Thailand 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Belinda Wright 
Executive Director 
Wildlife Protection Society of 
India 
 

Emily Wilson 
Campaigns Officer 
World Animal Protection UK 

Professor Jonathan Baillie 
Director of Conservation 
Programmes 
Zoological Society of London 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


